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Sazonov then received the Austrian Ambassador, but
was disappointed that Szapary had received no answer to
the proposal of two days earlier for "direct conversa-
tions." Sazonov said that boded no good, and that the sit-
uation was serious. He again requested urgently a copy
of the dossier, which Austria had promised to lay before
the Powers, but had not yet delivered at St. Petersburg;
he wanted to see it, he said, before war against Serbia
should begin; otherwise, it would be too late to examine it.
He and Szapary repeated their old arguments about the
Austrian ultimatum and the Serbian reply in a calm and
friendly way, but without coming to any satisfactory con-
clusion. Szapary then took his departure, "because the
Minister had an appointment with his Imperial Master at
Peterhof/' 4
Sazonov, however, apparently did not go out to Peterhof
at once. He first talked with Paleologue, and communi-
cated with 'the Chief of Staff concerning the ordering of
mobilization in Russia in view of the news of the Austrian
declaration of war on Serbia which had just arrived.
paleologue's declaration of french support
Paleologue, who says he had purposely waited until Saz-
onov had talked with the other ambassadors, was then clos-
eted with the Russian Minister of Foreign Affairs in an
interview of which we have two very different versions.
Baron Schilling, who usually noted accurately every evening
to Bcrchtold, July 29, 10:00 A.M.; A.R.B., III, 16. Though
dated July 29, the first part of this telegram no. 173 refers to July 28.
On July 28 at 11:40 P.M., Berchtold finally telegraphed Szap&ry that he
was unwilling to discuss the Serbian reply as a basis for "direct conver-
sations," because it had been rejected as unsatisfactory, and, moreover,
war had already been declared (A.R.B., II, 95). Sz&pdiy did not receive
this message until the following afternoon at some time roughly between
2:00 P.M. and 6:00 P.M.; for Pourtales reported on July 29 at 1:58 P.M.
(K.D., 343) that up to that time Sazonov had received no reply from
Berchtold; but at 6:10 PJ\1, (K.D., 365) Pourtales reported that Vienna
had finally "replied with a categorical refusal,"

